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1
ENCRYPTING DATA USING TIME STAMPS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No.
61/683,448, filed on Aug. 15, 2012. The entire disclosure of
the application referenced above is incorporated herein by
reference.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to communication
systems and more particularly to encrypting data using time
stamps.

BACKGROUND

The background description provided herein is for the pur-
pose of generally presenting the context of the disclosure.
Work of the presently named inventors, to the extent the work
is described in this background section, as well as aspects of
the description that may not otherwise qualify as prior art at
the time of filing, are neither expressly nor impliedly admitted
as prior art against the present disclosure.

The Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) has developed several 802.1X specifications that
define security protocols to be followed by communication
devices. Communication devices can exchange data securely
when the security protocols are used to authenticate commu-
nications between the devices. The communication devices
may be wired or wireless.

SUMMARY

A system comprises a time stamp module, an encryption
module, and a packet generator module. The time stamp
module is configured to generate a time stamp for a packet.
The encryption module is configured to encrypt data using the
time stamp and a security key. The packet generator module is
configured to generate the packet. The packet includes (i) the
time stamp in a header portion of the packet, and (ii) the
encrypted data in a payload portion of the packet.

In another feature, the encryption module is configured to
encrypt the data using the time stamp instead of using a
nonce, a packet number, or an initialization vector.

In another feature, the packet generator is configured to
generate the packet without including an initialization vector
field in the header portion of the packet.

In another feature, the time stamp module is configured to
not repeat the time stamp for encrypting data in a subsequent
packet.

In another feature, the time stamp module is configured to
generate the time stamp based on a clock. The clock is syn-
chronized with clocks of other devices in the system.

In another feature, the encryption module is configured to
encrypt the data in accordance with (i) Counter mode with
Cipher-block chaining Message authentication code Protocol
(CCMP) or (ii) Galois/Counter Mode Protocol (GCMP) by
using the time stamp instead of using a nonce, a packet
number, an initialization vector.

In another feature, the time stamp module is configured to
generate the time stamp in accordance with IEEE P1722
specification.

In another feature, the system further comprises a security
module configured to generate the security key based on a
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2

predetermined key. The predetermined key is pre-negotiated
with a receiver configured to receive the packet.

In other features, the encryption module is configured to
generate a checksum based on at least one of unencrypted and
encrypted portions of the packet, and the packet generator is
configured to include the checksum in the packet.

In another feature, a transmitter comprises the system and
a transmit module configured to transmit the packet.

In other features, a network comprises the transmitter and
a receiver. The receiver includes a receive module, a security
module, and a decryption module. The receive module is
configured to (i) receive the packet transmitted by the trans-
mitter, (ii) retrieve the time stamp included in the packet, and
(iii) check integrity of the time stamp and authenticate the at
least one of the encrypted and unencrypted portions in the
packet based on the checksum. The security module is con-
figured to generate the security key used to encrypt the data in
the packet. The decryption module is configured to decrypt
the data in the packet using the time stamp and the security
key.

In still other features, a method comprises generating a
time stamp for a packet, encrypting data using the time stamp
and a security key, generating the packet, and transmitting the
packet. The packet includes (i) the time stamp in a header
portion of the packet, and (ii) the encrypted data in a payload
portion of the packet.

In another feature, the encrypting of the data does not
include using a nonce, a packet number, or an initialization
vector.

In another feature, the packet does not include an initial-
ization vector field in the header portion of the packet.

In another feature, the method further comprises not
repeating the time stamp for encrypting data in a subsequent
packet.

In another feature, the method further comprises generat-
ing the time stamp based on a clock synchronized with clocks
of other devices configured to receive the packet.

In another feature, the method further comprises encrypt-
ing the data in accordance with (i) Counter mode with Cipher-
block chaining Message authentication code Protocol
(CCMP) or (ii) Galois/Counter Mode Protocol (GCMP) by
using the time stamp instead of using a nonce, a packet
number, or an initialization vector.

In another feature, the method further comprises generat-
ing the time stamp in accordance with IEEE P1722 specifi-
cation.

In another feature, the method further comprises generat-
ing the security key based on a predetermined key. The pre-
determined key is pre-negotiated with a receiver configured to
receive the packet.

In other features, the method further comprises generating
a checksum based on at least one of unencrypted and
encrypted portions of the packet, including the checksum in
the transmitted packet, receiving the packet at a receiver,
retrieving the time stamp included in the packet, checking
integrity of the time stamp and authenticating the at least one
of'the encrypted and unencrypted portions in the packet based
on the checksum, generating the security key used to encrypt
the data in the packet, and decrypting the data in the packet
using the time stamp and the security key.

Further areas of applicability of the present disclosure will
become apparent from the detailed description, the claims
and the drawings. The detailed description and specific
examples are intended for purposes of illustration only and
are not intended to limit the scope of the disclosure.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 depicts a packet of data including a packet number
field (typically called an initialization vector or IV field) in a
header portion of the packet.

FIG. 2 is a functional block diagram of a transmitter that
uses a nonce generated based on a packet number to encrypt
a packet.

FIG. 3 is a functional block diagram of a receiver that
decrypts a packet transmitted by the transmitter shown in
FIG. 2.

FIG. 4A depicts a packet of data that includes time stamp
and sequence number fields and does not include a packet
number field (typically called an initialization vector or IV
field) in a header portion of the packet.

FIG. 4B depicts a packet of data that includes a time stamp
field and does not include a sequence number field and a
packet number field (typically called an initialization vector
or IV field) in a header portion of the packet.

FIG. 4C depicts a packet of data that includes a sequence
number field and does not include a time stamp field and a
packet number field (typically called an initialization vector
or IV field) in a header portion of the packet.

FIG. 5 is a functional block diagram of a transmitter that
uses a timestamp instead of a packet number to encrypt a
packet.

FIG. 6 is a functional block diagram of a receiver that
decrypts a packet transmitted by the transmitter shown in
FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method for transmitting a packet
that includes data encrypted using a timestamp instead of a
packet number.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of a method for decrypting a packet
that includes data encrypted using a timestamp instead of a
packet number.

In the drawings, reference numbers may be reused to iden-
tify similar and/or identical elements.

DESCRIPTION

Security protocols used to encrypt and authenticate data
include Counter mode with Cipher-block chaining Message
authentication code Protocol (CCMP) and Galois/Counter
Mode Protocol (GCMP). Some cryptographic algorithms
used in protocols such as CCMP and GCMP require a unique
nonce or an initialization vector (IV) for every security key
used to encrypt and authenticate data. A pair of nonce and
security key is typically used to encrypt and authenticate data.
Typically, every pairwise communication requires a unique
initialization vector (e.g., a unique packet number or PN) or a
nonce. Including a nonce or an initialization vector (IV) in a
packet, however, requires providing an extra field in the
packet (e.g., up to six octets). Additionally, ensuring that each
nonce or initialization vector (IV) per security key is unique
can be difficult.

Some protocols such as IEEE P1722, which is a layer 2
transport protocol for time-sensitive applications in bridged
local area networks, provide a universally coordinated time
stamp. The time stamp can be used as an initialization vector
or a nonce for algorithms such as CCMP or GCMP. Attributes
of coordinated time used in the time stamp provided by pro-
tocols such as IEEE P1722 ensure that any device will never
send the same time stamp twice for the same security key (not
counting retransmission of the same packet). For example,
the time stamp may include time and date and may therefore
never repeat.
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Using the time stamp instead of an additional field dedi-
cated for a nonce or an initialization vector (IV) can save
many bytes of space in packet formats. Additionally, using the
time stamp instead of a nonce or an initialization vector (IV)
with a security key to encrypt and authenticate data can sim-
plity the process of association between two devices by not
requiring coordination of initialization vector (IV) starting
points (e.g., packet number or PN starting points) between the
devices. In some implementations, instead of or in addition to
the time stamp, a sequence number may be used with a
security key to encrypt and authenticate data.

The approach of using time stamp can be applied to both
symmetric and asymmetric algorithms. Coordinated time
stamps can also be used for public key exchanges such as
Diffie-Hellman exchanges that require unique inputs per ses-
sion. Arbitrary device-selected time stamps may also be used
if the devices can ensure that the time stamps never repeat.
Coordinated time stamps are preferable where the devices
have already ensured that their clocks are synchronized to
some degree and that successive time stamps are always
different.

Throughout the present disclosure, a packet format includ-
ing a packet number is used for illustrative purposes only. The
teachings of the present disclosure can be extended to other
protocols that use any type of serialization or sequencing
(e.g., an initialization vector or IV) to transmit data securely.

FIG. 1 shows an example of a packet 100. The packet 100
includes a header portion and a payload portion. The header
portion typically includes one or more fields including header
information such as preamble, MAC addresses, and so on.
Additionally, the header portion includes a time stamp field, a
sequence number field, and a packet number field (typically
called an initialization vector or IV field). A sequence number
is different than a packet number (typically called an initial-
ization vector or IV). The payload portion typically includes
a data field, which includes data encrypted according to an
encryption protocol such as CCMP or GCMP. The encrypted
data is typically appended with a message integrity code
(MIC).

FIG. 2 shows a transmitter 200. The transmitter 200
includes a security module 202, an encryption module 204, a
packet generator module 206, and a transmit module 208. The
security module 202 includes a nonce generator module 210
and a key generator module 212. The encryption module 204
receives plain text to be encrypted. The nonce generator mod-
ule 210 generates a nonce based on a packet number (typi-
cally called an initialization vector or IV) assigned to a packet
that will include the encrypted data. The key generator mod-
ule 212 generates a security key for encrypting the plain text.
For example, the security key may include a pairwise tempo-
ral key generated based on a pairwise master key pre-negoti-
ated between the transmitter 200 and a receiver. The nonce is
unique for every temporal key used to encrypt data. That is,
for a given temporal key, the nonce used to encrypt one packet
is not reused to encrypt another packet.

The encryption module 204 encrypts the plain text using
the nonce and the security key and generates encrypted data,
which is also called cipher text. The encryption module 204
may also generate a message integrity check (MIC). The
packet generator module 206 generates a packet including the
nonce, the encrypted data, and the MIC as shown in FIG. 1.
The transmit module 208 transmits the packet.

FIG. 3 shows a receiver 300. The receiver 300 includes a
receive module 302, a security module 304, and a decryption
module 306. The receive module 302 receives a packet
including encrypted data transmitted by the transmitter 200.
The receive module 302 verifies the identity of the transmitter
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200 based on the message integrity check (MIC) in the
received packet. The receive module 302 extracts the nonce
from the received packet. The security module 304 generates
the security key that was used to encrypt the data in the
received packet. The decryption module 306 decrypts the
received packet based on the nonce and the security key and
recovers the plain text.

FIG. 4A shows a packet 400 according to the present dis-
closure. The packet 400 has a shorter header portion than the
packet 100 shown in FIG. 1. Specifically, the header portion
of the packet 400 does not include a packet number field
(typically called an initialization vector or IV field). Accord-
ingly, the packet 400 can carry more data in the payload
portion than the packet 100 shown in FIG. 1. The time stamp
field of the packet 400 includes a time stamp generated based
ona synchronized clock. The synchronized clock ensures that
each time stamp is unique and different. In some implemen-
tations, arbitrary time stamps may be used if it can be ensured
that the time stamps will never repeat (i.e., each time stamp
will be different).

FIGS. 4B and 4C respectively show alternative packet for-
mats 400-1 and 400-2 according to the present disclosure.
Packet 400-1 includes only the time stamp and does not
include the sequence number. Using the packet 400-1, the
time stamp can be used to encrypt and authenticate data.
Packet 400-2 includes only the sequence number and does not
include the time stamp. Using the packet 400-2, the sequence
number, which is different than a packet number (typically
called an initialization vector or IV), can be used to encrypt
and authenticate data. In some implementations, instead of or
in addition to the time stamp, the sequence number can be
used with the security key to encrypt and authenticate data.
The time stamp and the sequence number are unique and
different for each packet. The time stamp and the sequence
number never repeat. The time stamp and the sequence num-
ber for one packet are not the same as the time stamp and the
sequence number for another packet.

FIG. 5 shows a transmitter 500 according to the present
disclosure. The transmitter 500 includes a security module
502, an encryption module 504, a packet generator module
506, and a transmit module 508. The security module 502
includes a time stamp module 510 and a key generator mod-
ule 512. The encryption module 504 receives plain text to be
encrypted. The time stamp module 510 generates a time
stamp for a packet in which encrypted data will be transmit-
ted. The time stamp module 510 generates the time stamp
based on a clock that is synchronized between the transmitter
500 and a receiver. The synchronized clock ensures that each
time stamp is unique and different. In some implementations,
the time stamp module 510 may generate an arbitrary time
stamp that will never repeat (i.e., each time stamp will be
different).

The key generator module 512 generates a security key for
encrypting the plain text. For example, the security key may
include a pairwise temporal key generated based on a pair-
wise master key pre-negotiated between the transmitter 500
and a receiver. The time stamp is unique for every temporal
key used to encrypt data. That is, for a given temporal key, the
time stamp used to encrypt one packet is not reused to encrypt
another packet. In other words, for a given temporal key, the
time stamp used to encrypt one packet is different than the
time stamp used to encrypt another packet.

The encryption module 504 encrypts the plain text using
the time stamp and the security key and generates encrypted
data, which is also called cipher text. The encryption module
504 may also generate a message integrity check (MIC). The
packet generator module 506 generates a packet including the
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6

time stamp, the encrypted data, and the MIC as shown in FI1G.
4. The packet does not include a packet number field (typi-
cally called an initialization vector or IV) in the header por-
tion of the packet. The transmit module 208 transmits the
packet. In some implementations, the encryption module 504
may use a sequence number, instead of or in addition to the
time stamp, to encrypt the plain text.

In some implementations, the encryption module 504 may
also generate a checksum or equivalent data for at least one of
an unencrypted portion (e.g., the header portion) and the
encrypted portions of the packet being transmitted. The
checksum or the equivalent data can be included in the trans-
mitted packet and can be used during an integrity check
performed at the receiver to authenticate at least one of the
unencrypted and encrypted portions of the packet being trans-
mitted. The integrity check implicitly checks the integrity of
the time stamp, thus providing a secure time stamp. Specifi-
cally, the checksum or the equivalent data includes the time
stamp used to generate the transmitted packet. Accordingly, if
the time stamp is tampered or breached during transmission,
the integrity check of the checksum or the equivalent data
fails at the receiver, and the received packet can be discarded
as malicious.

FIG. 6 shows a receiver 600 according to the present dis-
closure. The receiver 600 includes a receive module 602, a
security module 604, and a decryption module 606. The
receive module 602 receives a packet including encrypted
data transmitted by the transmitter 500. The receive module
602 verifies the identity of the transmitter 500 based on the
message integrity check (MIC) in the received packet. The
receive module 602 also performs the integrity check of the
checksum or equivalent data as described above. The receive
module 602 retrieves the time stamp (and/or the sequence
number) from the received packet. The security module 604
generates the security key that was used to encrypt the data in
the received packet. The decryption module 606 decrypts the
received packet based on the time stamp (and/or the sequence
number) and the security key and recovers the plain text.

Using the time stamp (and/or the sequence number) instead
of'an additional field dedicated for a nonce or an initialization
vector (IV) frees up space in the packet. The freed up space
can be utilized to pack additional data or other fields/features
in the packet. Additionally, using the time stamp (and/or the
sequence number) instead of a nonce or an initialization vec-
tor (IV) to encrypt data simplifies the process of association
between the transmitter 500 and the receiver 600 by not
requiring coordination of sequence number starting points
between the transmitter 500 and the receiver 600.

FIG. 7 shows a method 700 for encrypting data according
to the present disclosure. At 702, control generates a time
stamp based on a synchronized clock. At 704, control gener-
ates a security key. At 706, control encrypts plain text using
the time stamp (and/or the sequence number) and the security
key. At 708, control generates a packet including the time
stamp (and/or the sequence number) and the encrypted data.
The packet does not include a packet number field (typically
called aninitialization vector or IV filed) in the header portion
of the packet. Control may also generate a checksum or
equivalent data that can be used by the receiver to check the
integrity of the time stamp and to authenticate at least one of
the unencrypted and encrypted portions of the packet. At 710,
control transmits the packet including the time stamp (and/or
the sequence number), the encrypted data, and the checksum
or the equivalent data. Control generates a different time
stamp (and/or a sequence number) to encrypt data in each
subsequent packet.
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FIG. 8 shows a method 800 for decrypting a packet that is
encrypted according to the present disclosure. At 802, control
receives a packet encrypted according to the present disclo-
sure. At 804, control extracts a time stamp (and/or a sequence
number) included in the received packet. Control may also
check the integrity of the time stamp and authenticate at least
one of the unencrypted and encrypted portions of the packet
using the checksum or the equivalent data. At 806, control
generates the security key that was used to encrypt the
received packet. At 808, control decrypts the encrypted data
in the received packet using the time stamp (and/or the
sequence number) retrieved from the received packet and the
security key. The teachings of the present disclosure can also
be used in some WiFi protocols.

The communications described in the present disclosure
can be conducted in full or partial compliance with IEEE
standard 802.11-2012, IEEE standard 802.16-2009, IEEE
standard 802.20-2008, IEEE standard P1722, and/or Blue-
tooth Core Specification v4.0. In various implementations,
Bluetooth Core Specification v4.0 may be modified by one or
more of Bluetooth Core Specification Addendums 2, 3, or 4.
In various implementations, IEEE 802.11-2012 may be
supplemented by draft IEEE standard 802.11ac, draft IEEE
standard 802.11ad, and/or draft IEEE standard 802.11ah.

The foregoing description is merely illustrative in nature
and is in no way intended to limit the disclosure, its applica-
tion, or uses. The broad teachings of the disclosure can be
implemented in a variety of forms. Therefore, while this
disclosure includes particular examples, the true scope of the
disclosure should not be so limited since other modifications
will become apparent upon a study of the drawings, the speci-
fication, and the following claims. As used herein, the phrase
at least one of A, B, and C should be construed to mean a
logical (A or B or C), using a non-exclusive logical OR. It
should be understood that one or more steps within a method
may be executed in different order (or concurrently) without
altering the principles of the present disclosure.

In this application, including the definitions below, the
term module may be replaced with the term circuit. The term
module may refer to, be part of, or include an Application
Specific Integrated Circuit (ASIC); a digital, analog, or mixed
analog/digital discrete circuit; a digital, analog, or mixed
analog/digital integrated circuit; a combinational logic cir-
cuit; a field programmable gate array (FPGA); a processor
(shared, dedicated, or group) that executes code; memory
(shared, dedicated, or group) that stores code executed by a
processor; other suitable hardware components that provide
the described functionality; or a combination of some or all of
the above, such as in a system-on-chip.

The term code, as used above, may include software, firm-
ware, and/or microcode, and may refer to programs, routines,
functions, classes, and/or objects. The term shared processor
encompasses a single processor that executes some or all code
from multiple modules. The term group processor encom-
passes a processor that, in combination with additional pro-
cessors, executes some or all code from one or more modules.
The term shared memory encompasses a single memory that
stores some or all code from multiple modules. The term
group memory encompasses a memory that, in combination
with additional memories, stores some or all code from one or
more modules. The term memory may be a subset of the term
computer-readable medium. The term computer-readable
medium does not encompass transitory electrical and electro-
magnetic signals propagating through a medium, and may
therefore be considered tangible and non-transitory. Non-
limiting examples of a non-transitory tangible computer read-
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able medium include nonvolatile memory, volatile memory,
magnetic storage, and optical storage.

The apparatuses and methods described in this application
may be partially or fully implemented by one or more com-
puter programs executed by one or more processors. The
computer programs include processor-executable instruc-
tions that are stored on at least one non-transitory tangible
computer readable medium. The computer programs may
also include and/or rely on stored data.

What is claimed is:
1. A system comprising:
a time stamp module configured to generate a time stamp
for a packet;
a key generator module configured to generate a security
key, wherein the security key is separate and distinct
from the time stamp;
an encryption module configured to
receive the time stamp from the time stamp module;
receive the security key from the key generator module;
and

encrypt data in accordance with (i) Counter mode with
Cipher-block chaining Message authentication code
Protocol (CCMP) or (ii) Galois/Counter Mode Proto-
col (GCMP) using (i) the time stamp instead of using
an initialization vector as specified in CCMP or
GCMP; and (ii) the security key; and

a packet generator module configured to generate the
packet,

wherein the packet includes (i) the time stamp in a header
portion of the packet, and (ii) the encrypted data in a
payload portion of the packet, and

wherein the packet generator is configured to generate the
packet without including an initialization vector field in
the header portion of the packet.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the time stamp module is
configured to not repeat the time stamp for encrypting data in
a subsequent packet.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein the time stamp module is
configured to generate the time stamp based on a clock, and
wherein the clock is synchronized with clocks of other
devices in the system.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the time stamp module is
configured to generate the time stamp in accordance with
IEEE P1722 specification.

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the key generator mod-
ule is configured to generate the security key based on a
predetermined key, wherein the predetermined key is pre-
negotiated with a receiver configured to receive the packet.

6. The system of claim 1, wherein:

the encryption module is configured to generate a check-
sum based on at least one of unencrypted and encrypted
portions of the packet, and

the packet generator is configured to include the checksum
in the packet.

7. A transmitter comprising:

the system of claim 6; and

a transmit module configured to transmit the packet.

8. A network comprising:

the transmitter of claim 7; and

a receiver including
a receive module configured to (i) receive the packet

transmitted by the transmitter, (ii) retrieve the time
stamp included in the packet, and (iii) check integrity
of the time stamp and authenticate the at least one of
the unencrypted and encrypted portions of the packet
based on the checksum;
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a security module configured to generate the security
key used to encrypt the data in the packet; and
a decryption module configured to decrypt the data in
the packet using the time stamp and the security key.
9. A method comprising:
generating a time stamp for a packet;
generating a security key, wherein the security key is sepa-
rate and distinct from the time stamp;
receiving the time stamp separately from the security key;
encrypting data in accordance with (i) Counter mode with
Cipher-block chaining Message authentication code
Protocol (CCMP) or (i) Galois/Counter Mode Protocol
(GCMP) using the (i) time stamp instead of using an
initialization vector as specified in CCMP or GCMP;
and (ii) the security key;
generating the packet, wherein the packet includes (i) the
time stamp in a header portion of the packet, and (ii) the
encrypted data in a payload portion of the packet, and
wherein the packet does not include an initialization
vector field in the header portion of the packet; and
transmitting the packet.
10. The method of claim 9, further comprising not repeat-
ing the time stamp for encrypting data in a subsequent packet.
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11. The method of claim 9, further comprising generating
the time stamp based on a clock synchronized with clocks of
other devices configured to receive the packet.

12. The method of claim 9, further comprising generating
the time stamp in accordance with IEEE P1722 specification.

13. The method of claim 9, further comprising generating
the security key based on a predetermined key, wherein the
predetermined key is pre-negotiated with a receiver config-
ured to receive the packet.

14. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

generating a checksum based on at least one of unen-

crypted and encrypted portions of the packet;
including the checksum in the transmitted packet;
receiving the packet at a receiver;

retrieving the time stamp included in the packet;

checking integrity of the time stamp and authenticating the

at least one of the unencrypted and encrypted portions in
the packet based on the checksum;

generating the security key used to encrypt the data in the

packet; and

decrypting the data in the packet using the time stamp and

the security key.
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